So many counselors have fabulous power points and presentations, for example, to present to school boards in defense of school counseling programs.

HOWEVER, the reality as I found out last week, is that you get THREE minutes. So, I’m attaching a generic script that I used in hopes that it will be helpful for members who are out "in the trenches".

"Treat people as if they were what they ought to be and you help them to become what they are capable of being." 

-- Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 
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My name is XXX and I am a counselor at XXX School, and [other designations/ affiliations].

I am here because National School Counseling Week is XXX, I would like explain the impact we have on academic achievement.
Middle school counselors are credentialed professionals with a masters’ degree or higher. Middle School counselors are professional educators with a mental health perspective who understand and respond to the challenges presented by today’s increasingly diverse society, new technologies, and expanding opportunities and challenges. Professional middle school counselors are uniquely qualified to address the developmental needs of all students.  Middle school counselors do not work in isolation; rather they are integral to the total educational program, promoting equity and access to opportunities and rigorous educational experiences for all students. Professional school counselors create a mission statement supporting the school’s mission and collaborate with other individuals and organizations to promote all students’ academic, career and personal/social development.  School counselors align with the school’s mission to support the academic achievement of all students and ensure that they are prepared to become the next generation of parents, workers, leaders, and citizens as they prepare for the ever-changing world of the 21st century. 

I realize that we must demonstrate how students are different.  Data gathered at XXX schools indicate that, as a result of various programs designed and implemented by the school counselors- XXX and XXX. I have left copies of this data for you.
I have had 2 experiences in the last 2 weeks that no one else on site is neither qualified nor able, to handle. [insert anecdotal stories] None of these students can learn under these circumstances. We are all here to help remove these types of barriers to learning.

